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Curriculum Intent
At Wickersley Partnership Trust we understand that getting the curriculum right for 
each and every individual student is the single most important factor in ensuring 
progress, encouraging positive engagement and raising aspirations.

We want all students to leave able and qualified to play their full part in an ever-
changing world through an ambitious, creative and innovative curriculum, which 
empowers students with the skills, knowledge and attributes to allow them to succeed 
in their next phase of education and their working life.

The Geography curriculum is designed to develop curiosity about the world and its 
people to unlock the key to their future. 

Year 13 Curriculum
At A-Level Geography, students study both Human and Physical Geography in depth, 
focusing on 3 individual topics for each. Students will also undertake an NEA, which 
contributes 20% of their marks. This is an independent investigation, in which students 
will undertake research in a Geographical area of their choice. 

Global Systems and Governance
This section of our specification focuses on globalisation – the economic, political 
and social changes associated with technological and other driving forces which have 
been a key feature of global economy and society in recent decades.

Changing Places
This section of our specification focuses on people’s engagement with places, 
their experience of them and the qualities they ascribe to them, all of which are of 
fundamental importance in their lives.

Contemporary Urban Environments
This section of the specification focuses on the processes driving urbanisation and 
the challenges and opportunities associated with the growth of cities in the modern 
world. It explores the spatial patterns of urban development, the social, economic 
and environmental issues affecting urban areas, and the strategies used to manage 
urban change.

Water and Carbon Cycles
This section of our specification focuses on the major stores of water and carbon at 
or near the Earth’s surface and the dynamic cyclical relationships associated with 
them. These are major elements in the natural environment and understanding them 
is fundamental to many aspects of physical geography.

Hazards
This section of our specification focuses on the lithosphere and the atmosphere, which 
intermittently but regularly present natural hazards to human populations, often in 
dramatic and sometimes catastrophic fashion. By exploring the origin and nature of 
these hazards and the various ways in which people respond to them, students are 
able to engage with many dimensions of the relationships between people and the 
environments they occupy.

Coastal Systems and Landscapes
This section of our specification focuses on coastal zones, which are dynamic 
environments in which landscapes develop by the interaction of winds, waves, 
currents and terrestrial and marine sediments.

Physical Geography: 

Human Geography: 
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All students share lessons via 
the Google Classroom and are 
expected to maintain a detailed 
notes folder, so students are 
directed towards each lesson to 
ensure their notes are in order.  

Students are assigned regular 
exam question homework to 
apply their lesson knowledge to 
exam-based scenarios. 
 
Students share reading with 
real world issues relating to the 
topics that they have studied, in 
which students are expected to 
engage in these in independent 
study times.

Immerse Yourself

Current Geography Events

Real World Issues

Human and Physical Geography Articles 

BBC Geography News

Get Revising Quicker! 

Variety of Topics

Study Support and Revision

Seneca A level Geography Revision

Quizlet’s Y13 Geography flashcards are a fantastic way to memorise relevant Geography terms 
to help you with your studies. Click on the icon below to start!

Test Your Knowledge with Quizlet...

Assessment Points
Students are assessed at the end of each topic. Paper exams 
are taken between May/June, covering all content they have 
studied at A-Level. 

https://www.bbc.com/future/tags/geography
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/revision-notes/a-level/geography/edexcel
https://quizlet.com/140653633/a-level-geography-flash-cards/
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Our intent is that all students have a full understanding of how to develop 
themselves as well rounded citizens, maintain healthy relationships and 
understand how to keep themselves safe both online and in their day-to-day 
life. We want all students to know what options are open to them in the future 
and understand the routes they have in order to progress on their life journey. 

•	 At the start of the year Year 13, students conducted various field work 
visits to gain a better understanding of how to carry out a geographical 
investigation. The knowledge and skills they gathered on these visits will 
help them to complete their Geographical Controlled Assessment.

•	 Wider opportunities through residential, Camps International, charitable 
work and our Duke of Edinburgh provision

Broadening Horizons

Our rewards system can be broadly split into four categories: classroom level, subject level, 
school level and privilege rewards. We’ll focus on classroom and subject rewards here - for 
more information about our rewards schemes, please see our website.

CLASSROOM LEVEL REWARDS
Awarded for: working hard, taking risks and rising to a challenge, making mistakes and 
learning from them, helping others, and taking pride in the school community.
Rewarded by: praise postcards, positive phone calls to parents/carers, positive text 
messages home, and lesson based prizes.

SUBJECT LEVEL REWARDS
Reward scheme: Star of the Week, Curriculum Awards (Subject/School Way, Participation, 
Working with Pride, Embracing the Whole Curriculum), High Flyer, Extra Mile, Most Improved.
Rewarded by: names displayed on reward boards, certificates, social media posts.

Praise and Reward

What is Physical Geography?

Traditionally, Geography is studied as two 
interconnected parts: Physical Geography and Human 
Geography. Crash Course Geography discuss Physical 
Geography in this YouTube short. Click on the logo to 
watch the video.

University of Sheffield - Geography Society

GeogSoc runs lots of exciting charity fundraisers such as 
10k runs and half-marathons, pub quizzes and auctions. 
This year, alongside Cathedral Archer Project they will 
be supporting a Sheffield based environmental charity 
for the first time. Click on the logo for more information.

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/geography/department/geography-society
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlVVaZhRAEA
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We run a series of ‘Careers in the Curriculum’ weeks in our school. For Geography, this week 
takes place in May. Students take part in activities to encourage them to think about how 
what they learn in the classroom can be applied in a number of future careers.

One option Y13 have discussed is oppotunities via the Royal Geographical Society, one of these 
being apprenticeships. These are a great opportunity to gain practical skills in the workplace 
whilst studying at the same time. Most of your time is spent doing on-the-job training, and the 
rest is spent working towards a qualification. Click on the logo below for more information!

Careers

THE
Geography
Way
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WE EXPLAIN OUR REASONS using connectives

geographical argument when asked to
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We complete 

fieldwork

We explain both sides of the 

We learn & use geography key terms

the question

We use real world

examples

WE USE OUR own
experiences of the world

We analyse & 

of our ability

interpret data & graphs

to the BEST  

We consider our global responsibilities

We use diagrams & data to
help with our learning

locations

We always make links to

safely

subject ways

Have your say!
At WPT we’re always looking for feedback. If you have any thoughts/opinions on this 
Curriculum Newsletter, its content or the curriculum in general, please click on the title 
to fill out a short feedback form.

The Geography Way
The Geography Way is followed and referred to in all lessons. The Geography 
Way has two main purposes. Firstly, to teach students the vital skills they 
need to achieve their full potential and gain the very best grades they can. 
Secondly, to teach students how each subject relates to the wider world, 
incorporating the life skills they will learn.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdBH_opAyfErv8IvGVEy-ml14d3CtJi5g3z1Ga6HHoPaeUUA/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2GVWMVxT5KyR66u4BJHMWfmEFxyeJOdEAVBFGQGwj6CiAMqepobuLfKbI
https://www.rgs.org/choose-geography/choose-geography-apprenticeships

